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Brussels, August 21, 1999

THE INFORMATION SOCIETY PROMOTION OFFICE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION HAS LAUNCHED THE EXTENSION OF THE EUROPEAN SURVEY OF INFORMATION SOCIETY TO CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPEAN AND MEDITERRANEAN COUNTRIES  AND AREAS.

FIRST RESULTS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON THE ISPO WEBSITE: http://www.ispo.cec.be/esis).

At the beginning of 1997, ISPO, the Information Society Promotion Office of the European Commission had launched a project called ESIS (European Survey of Information Society), with the objective to build an Inventory of projects as well as to assemble European data concerning promotional activities undertaken by public authorities and private actors, be they European, national, regional or local. Other aims were to monitor and to analyse new regulatory developments in the field of telecommunications and Information Society as well as to present a mapping of the actors, notably the public or private network facilities offering Information Society infrastructure, services and applications. 

Due to the success of this project and following several requests from local actors, it has been decided, in particular at the 3rd EU/CEEC (Central and Eastern European Countries) Information Society Forum that took place in Brussels on October 9-10, 1997, and at the Euro-Med Net 98 Conference which took place in Cyprus on March 4-7,1998 to extend ESIS to Central and Eastern European and Mediterranean countries and territories. 

The extension of the project started in March 1999 and will last until 2001. It is called ESIS II and concerns 25 countries and areas of the Central, Eastern European and Mediterranean countries. The work is performed in a decentralised manner. For each country and following an open call for tenders, contractors have been selected by the European Commission to perform the work at national level. A Project Management Support Team is in charge of the co-ordination and promotion of the project as well as the centralisation and synthesis of the data and reports.

The core of the ESIS II initiative is an inventory of Information Society projects. These are by definition interactive projects with a societal dimension that use innovative technologies of information and communication and provide remote access for a wide range of purposes. Each national contractor will collect information about such projects in his country through questionnaires distributed to project promoters (also available on the website). The data collected are fed into a database together with a ‘who’s who’ - mapping of actors. A dedicated search engine allows the public to access the on-line database from various angles. Every three months, the inventory of projects will be updated. 

Besides the Inventory, additional reports will be published. These will cover the following subjects:

· Regulatory developments and liberalisation evolution

· IS promotional activities

· Key person contacts and organisations

· Existing major network facilities in public utilities

· Statistical analysis of the IS projects included in the database

· Web sites indicators

· Basic facts and indicators

These reports and syntheses per area are now available and can be found on the ESIS website (http://www.ispo.cec.be/esis). They will be updated on a regularly basis, next time in October.

In this framework, ESIS II aims to become:

· a knowledge and information exchanges tool, allowing to provide a comprehensive overview and assessment of current and future projects and a systematic monitoring of initiatives taken by the different nations to promote these projects. 

· an operational tool giving the opportunity for all public and private actors to compare their actions and projects with those of the other countries at an interregional level and to prepare new projects or programmes.

· a partnership tool with the encouragement of contacts and partnerships between the different actors at all levels, the development of linkages and exchange of ideas and best practises ;

· a "navigation tool", in particular for policy makers: thanks to a better perception of the development of the Information Society. ESIS II should give the possibility to choose priorities among measures to be taken and to help formulating political and economic decisions enacting or reshaping some public policies;

· a promotional tool of the Information Society in the CEECs and Mediterranean countries: ESIS II should help raising awareness among national and local bodies, citizens, businesses.

· and a valuable instrument in the framework of the dialogue and co-operation which develop between the EU and these countries.

ESIS II is carried out under the general co-ordination of ISPO and will be conducted in close association with DG XIII’s department for international aspects of information society and telecommunications (IS 2).

As a reminder, the role of ISPO, which was created in 1994, is to support, promote and orient private and public actions in the field of the information society. It has 5 key functions: a user-friendly information service interface; a catalytic brokerage action; awareness raising; demonstrations sharing experience and highlighting best practice, promoting co-operation with an international dimension.
For additional information: http://www.ispo.cec.be/esis
Annex: The ESIS project management and contractors:

IS 2

Head of Unit, IS 2 : Giangaleazzo Cairoli

Tel : +32 2 296 85 35 

Fax: +32 2 296 83 98

Giangaleazzo.Cairoli@dg13.cec.be
Project co-ordinator: Ulrich Boes

Tel:  +32 2 296 81 45

Fax: +32 2 296 83 98

Ulrich.Boes@dg13.cec.be

ESIS II Project management support contractor
SEMA GROUP


9 bd Charles de Gaulle


92126 Montrouge Cedex - France

Philippe de Bellefonds

bellefonds@sema.fr 

Tel : +33 1 40 92 40 87 

Fax: + 33 1 40 92 48 40 
LL&A, Louis Lengrand & Associés

21, rue de la Pourvoierie 

78000 Versailles - France

Eckart von Malsen

eckart@ll-a.fr
Tel : +33 1 39 07 26 62

Fax: + 33 1 39 07 26 61 

Lead Contractors and Local Partners

Albania 

Main contractor: University of Oxford - Centre for Socio-Legal Studies (PCMLP) 

Contact: Stefaan Verhulst 

Tel : +44 1865 284 241 Fax: +44 1865 284 253 

pcmlp@socio-legal-studies.oxford.ac.uk    

Local Partner: Albanian Center for Economic Research (ACER)

Contact: Zef Preci

Tel: + 355 42 29069 Fax:+ 355 42 25021

qshke@ngo.org.al   
Algeria

Main contractor: IDATE 

Contact: Philippe Baudouin 

Tel: +33 4 67 14 44 44 Fax: +33 4 67 14 44 00 

p.baudouin@idate.fr  

Local Partner:Centre d'Etudes et de Recherches D'Information Scientifique et Technique( CERIST)

Contact: Moussa Benhamadi

Tel: + 291 21 36 Fax: +291 21 26

benhamadi@ist.cerist.dz   

Bosnia

University of Oxford - Centre for Socio-Legal Studies (PCMLP) 

Contact: Stefaan Verhulst

Tel: +44 1865 284 241 Fax: +44 1865 284 253 

pcmlp@socio-legal-studies.oxford.ac.uk 

Partner:  Davor Sostaric

Tel: + 386 62 228522 Fax:+ 386 62 221873

davor.sostaric@mzt.si   
Bulgaria

Main contractor: SILICON 

Contact: Maria Alexandre Costa 

Tel : +351 1 795 85 85 Fax: +351 1 795 85 88 

silicon@mail.telepac.pt 

Local Partner: National Center for Distance Education- NCDE

Contact: Boris Galabov

Tel: + 359 2 6265 421 Fax:+ 359 2 9625 438

galabov@chem.uni-sofia.bg    



Cyprus

AMER Research Ltd 

Contact: Michalis Photiou

Tel: +357 2 334131 Fax: +357 2 335660,

micpho@amerworld.com    
Czech Republic

Technical University of Brno

Contact: Vlastimil Vesely

Tel: + 420 5 7261250

ves@fce.vutbr.cz 

Egypt

AMER Research Ltd Contact: Michalis Photiou

Tel: +357 2 334131 Fax: +357 2 335660,

micpho@amerworld.com 
Estonia

ARCHIMEDES Foundation Contact: Tarmo Kalvet

Tel : 372 7 300 330 Fax: 372 7 300 336 

tarmo.kalvet@ut.ee   

Hungary

BME- UNESCO

Contact: Laszlo Z. Karvalics

Tel: + 36 1 463 21 55

Fax:+ 36 1 463 40 35

zkl@lucy.tgi.bme.hu 
Israel

ICTAF - Interdisciplinary Center for Technological Analysis and Forecasting - Tel-Aviv University 

Contact: Mordechai Sokolov

Tel : + 972 3 6407561 Fax: + 972 3 6410193 

motis@eng.tau.ac.il   

Jordan

Main contractor: OTE Consulting S.A. 

Contact: Spiros Pantelis

Tel : + 301 68 444 00 Fax: + 301 68 486 72 , 68 485 73

Pantelis@oteconsult.gr

Local Partner: Transjordan for Communications Services Co.Ltd.

Contact: Aass Hindawi

Tel: + 962 6 465 4545 Fax:+ 962 6 456 4566

aahindawi@alo.com.jo     
Latvia

Main contractor: EUROFUTURES 

Contact: Christina Bengtsson

Tel : +46 8 613 0802 Fax: +46 8 613 0808

christina@eurofutures.se 

Local Partner: Latvian Academic Library

Contact: Aigars Krauze

Tel: 371 7106255 Fax: + 371 7106202

akrauze@lib.acadlib.lv 

Lebanon

Groupe ESC Grenoble - Centre Time 

Contact: Lee Schlenker 

Tel : +33 4 767 06060 Fax: +33 4 767 06088

schlenker@esc-grenoble.fr

Local Partner: Université St. Joseph

Contact: Alexandre Chaiban

achaiban@usj.edu.lb  
Lithuania

Main contractor:SILICON 

Contact: Maria Alexandre Costa 

Tel : +351 1 795 85 85 Fax: +351 1 795 85 88

Local Partner: Institute of Mathematics and Informatics

Contact: Petras Sulcas

Tel: + 370 2 620 758  Fax:+ 370 2 619 905

sulcas@ktl.mii.lt    

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Main contractor:SILICON 

Contact: Maria Alexandre Costa 

Tel : +351 1 795 85 85 Fax: +351 1 795 85 88 

silicon@mail.telepac.pt

Local Partner: Makedonski Biznis Sistemi

Contact: Ratislav Kardalev

Tel: + 38991 374 441 Fax:+ 38991 374 433

kardalev@mbs.com.mk   
Malta

Main Contractor: Groupe ESC Grenoble - Centre Time 

Contact: Lee Schlenker

Tel : +33 4 767 06060 Fax: +33 4 767 06088

schlenker@esc-grenoble.fr 

Local Partner: Maltacom

Contact: Saviour Baldacchino

Tel : +356 484 128 Fax: +356 486 229

sabaldac@maltacom.com 

Morocco

Groupe ESC Grenoble - Centre Time 

Contact: Lee Schlenker

Tel : +33 4 767 06060 Fax: +33 4 767 06088

schlenker@esc-grenoble.fr

Local Partner: 

Ministère de l'Industrie et du Commerce du Maroc

Contact: Aziz Rabah

Tel: + 212 7 765 215, Fax:+ 212 7 660 021

azizr@mcinet.gov.ma 
Palestine

OTE Consulting S.A

Contact: Spiros Pantelis

Tel : + 301 68 444 00 Fax: + 301 68 486 72 , 68 485 73

Pantelis@oteconsult.gr  

Local Partner: 

HI-Tek Engineering

Contact: Tarek Maayah

Tel: + 972 2 298 6262, Fax: + 972 2 298 7542

hi-tek@palnet.com 

Poland

Main contractor: University of Oxford - Centre for Socio-Legal Studies (PCMLP) 

Contact: Stefaan Verhulst 

Tel : +44 1865 284 241 Fax: +44 1865 284 253 

pcmlp@socio-legal-studies.oxford.ac.uk     

Local Partner: Information Processing Centre OPI

Contact: Krystyna Siwek

Tel: + 48 22 825 58 19, Fax:+ 48 22 825 33 19

ksiwek@opi.org.pl   
Romania

National Institute for Research and Development in Microtechnologies, IMT - Bucharest 

Contact: Dan Dascalu

Tel : +401 231 30 40 Fax: +40 1 411 75 19 

dascalu@imt.ro   



Slovakia

forthcoming…
Slovenia

Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Slovenia 

Contact: Dusan Caf Tel : +386 61 1898 000 Fax: +386 61 1898 100 or 200 

dusan.caf@gzs.si      

Syria

University of Oxford - Centre for Socio-Legal Studies (PCMLP) 

Contact: Stefaan Verhulst 

Tel : +44 1865 284 241 Fax: +44 1865 284 253 

pcmlp@socio-legal-studies.oxford.ac.uk 

Local partner:SCS - Syrian Computer Society
Tunisia

Main contractor: OTE Consulting S.A. 

Contact: Spiros Pantelis 

Tel : + 301 68 444 00 Fax: + 301 68 486 72 , 68 485 73

Pantelis@oteconsult.gr   

Local Partner: IRSIT Contact: Abida Nejib

nejib.abida@irsit.rnrt.tn   



Turkey

Main contractor: IDATE 

Contact: Philippe Baudouin 

Tel : +33 4 67 14 44 44 Fax: +33 4 67 14 44 00 

p.baudouin@idate.fr   

Local Partner: Bogazici University

Contact: Selahattin Kuru

Tel: + 90 212 263 15 00, Fax: + 90 212 297 24 61

kuru@hamlin.cc.boun.edu.tr 








